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AN EVENING OF JAZZ       
Tuesday, January 27— 6:30 p.m., Parish 

Hall. Featuring the Lou Natale Project. Con-
versation with the artists, light supper and 
performance at 7:30 p.m.  

DIOCESAN CONVENTION 
Friday and Saturday, January 30 and 31. 
Grace Delegates: Shirley Castle, Kimberly 
Ludwig and Rev. John Graham. 

 

MUSICALE                                              
Thursday, February 5—7 p.m., St. Mary’s 

Court, 725 24th St. NW in Foggy Bottom. 

Join Grace’s own Sarah Haft, Diana Martin, 
Kay Horst and friends for an evening of 
flute, piano and vocal music, and a sing-
along. This event will mark the beginning of 
a new outreach initiative linking Grace with 
the seniors who live in this residence co-
sponsored by the Episcopal Diocese of 
Washington. 
 

JAZZ VESPERS                      
(Tentative) Sunday, February 15—5 p.m., 

Parish Hall. The Blues Alley Youth Orches-
tra plays two sacred works by Duke Elling-
ton as part of a special service of Evening 
Prayer. 
 

AN EVENING WITH DONAL 

LEACE                                         
Tuesday, February 24— 6:30 p.m., St. 

Mary’s Foggy Bottom—723 23rd St. NW. 

Conversation with the artists, light supper 
and performance.  
 

ASH WEDNESDAY                  
Sunday, February 25—Services at 12:15 and 

6:30 p.m., Sanctuary.  
 

OUTREACH LUNCH                     
Sunday, March 1— after the 10:30 p.m. ser-

vice, Parish Hall. A Lenten meal with pres-

entations on “Beyond the Gates of Grace.” 

 

B 
ring your appetite and a side dish for our Outreach Lunch March 1. 
Traffic and parking having become more of an issue for mid-week 
events, so we’re going to depart from a “Fat Tuesday” dinner and 

celebration on the night before Ash Wednesday. Instead, on March 1st, the 
Outreach Committee will host a lunch after the 10:30 a.m. service.   
 Four members of the committee – Sally Stanfield, Peter Storandt, 
Tom Horst, and yours truly – have volunteered each to cook up a big pot of 
something to feed our fellow parishioners. This may well involve an item 
from the gumbo food group. I can’t vouch for Sally or Peter, but I’ve had 
Tom Horst’s cooking before and it tends to be darn good. We’re also going 
to encourage parishioners to bring along side dishes – salads, vegetables, 
deserts, drinks, etc. – for this feast.  Someone with good organizational and 
interpersonal skills (i.e., not me) will organize this “pot luck” part of the 
lunch. Lest you think that all we care about is stuffing our faces, let me 
hasten to mention that our fellow parishioners – including Peter and Judie 
Storandt, Sarah Haft, Kay Horst, Leigh Vicens, and Sally Stanfield – have 
been very active lately in developing some new “beyond the gates” out-
reach activities for Grace. These include the Washington Interfaith Net-
work (WIN); a special initiative to support development of an inter-cultural 
center for worker training in the Brentwood section of northeast Washing-
ton; a new program for senior citizens living at St. Mary’s Court near 
Washington Circle; and sustained personal involvement with the Jubilee 
Jobs. Fellow parishioners will briefly showcase our new initiatives during 
the lunch. We hope to encourage others to get involved as well. Lastly, if 
anyone attending the lunch wishes to contribute to Grace’s outreach fund 
(which helps pay for Grace’s Table and supports programs beyond the 
gates of Grace where parishioners are involved), we will be most grateful 
for that as well. We look forward to lunching with you on March 1st! 

By Bill Mako, Outreach Committee Convenor 

OUTREACH  
2009  

TURN TO PAGE 5 FOR THE LATEST OUTREACH NEWS 
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Weekly at Grace 
 

Sunday 
8:30 am - Eucharist (S) 
9:40 am - Adult Forum, 
“Lincoln’s Religion”, through 
February (PH)                                      
10:30 am - Eucharist, full             
music (S)                                     
11:00 am - Coffee Hour (L/PH) 
4:45 pm—Prayers at Memorial 
Cross  
5:00 pm - ‘Come as you are’ 
Evening Prayer,’ (S)  
(Child care and Sunday School during 

10:30 service) 

Tuesday 
12:15pm - Centering Prayer, a great 
way to find peace mid-week (S) 
 

Wednesday 
12:15 pm—Eucharist (30 minutes 
only) (S) 
8:00 pm - Choir Practice (S) 
 

Saturday 
11:30 am - Grace’s Table, food & 
fellowship with friends of Grace 
(PH) 
 
 

 

 

LOCATION KEY 
 (S)     Sanctuary 
 (PH) Parish Hall 

 (L)    Lawn (weather permitting) 
 (RR) Rose Room 

M 
oral outrage feels good, but it's 
hard to sustain. 
 In a recent meeting, a 

clergy colleague of mine told about denounc-
ing "American consumerism" in a sermon.  I 
thought about how much of the world's econ-
omy depends on Americans doing a lot of 
consuming, and of how many U.S. workers a 
binge of "consumerism" would put back on 
the job right about now. 
 Episcopalians sometimes sneer at 
denominations we think of as fundamentalist 

or driven by emotion.  Recently I read an article about a member of a 
Pentecostal church in Anne Arundel County, Maryland who moved 
to the violence-plagued DC neighborhood of Trinidad with his fam-
ily to start a church.  He makes his rounds in a van equipped with a 
baptismal font, and leads services in a rented storefront.  I wondered 
how long it's been since the Episcopal Church tried something like 
this. 
 Lots of people condemn President Bush's reluctance to use 
diplomacy.  In large part, I agree with them.  Recently, though, I read 

that Christopher Hill, an outstanding diplomat who serves as chief 
negotiator with North Korea, has taken the issue of North Korea's 
"re-education camps" off the negotiating table in order to reach a 
deal.  I wondered what the people held in those camps think of diplo-
macy.    
 Many critics of the Clinton administration derided "nation-
building" as a misuse of U.S. Armed Forces.  They looked forward 
to a Bush administration which would deploy troops only to achieve 
strictly military objectives.  Some of them may have re-assessed the 
importance of nation-building as a part of the military's mission. 
 “Consumerism", "fanaticism", "cowboy Commander-in-
chief"; "social worker military":  all pretty easy targets for free-
floating moral outrage and, frequently enough, deserving of it.  But 
the things we condemn work like mirrors.  They show us the chinks 
in our own moral armor. 
 In February we celebrate the bicentennial of Abraham Lin-
coln's birth.   As the Civil War was drawing to a close, the soon-to-
be-martyred President stood near the east portico of the Capitol and 
said, "Let us not judge, that we may not be judged" In his youth, Lin-
coln often skewered his opponents, using his biting wit to lay bare 
their hypocrisy.  He did less of this as he got older.  As President, he 
eschewed easy targets altogether, at least in his public utterances.  He 
knew himself to have unleashed unprecedented violence on his own 
nation, and wished fervently for a time when there would be malice 
toward none, and charity for all. 

“...the things we condemn work like mir-

rors. They show us the chinks in our own 

moral armor.” 



VESTRY 

Senior Warden: Scott Murphy (‘10) 
scott.murphy@dhs.gov 
Junior Warden: Hannah Phillips (‘09) 
Secretary: Sally Stanfield 
Treasurer: Reg Burner 
 
Paul Alligood (‘11), Sally Avignone (‘10), 
Adam Harrington (’11), Kimberly Ludwig
(‘09), Bill Mako(‘09), Braden Murphy 
(‘09); Janet Sale (‘11), Sally Stanfield 
(‘10), Mary Carolyn Voght (‘10) 
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Rector: The Rev. John Graham  
(202) 333-7100; jmg@gracedc.org 
Assisting Priest: The Rev. Dr. Nancy James 
ncjames@earthlink.net 
Seminarian: Leigh Vicens; lvicens@vts.edu 
Organist/ Choir Master: Francine Maté 
fmat@loc.gov 
Office Manager: Helen Buhr; of-
fice@gracedc.org 
Sexton: Luis Solares 
Children’s Ministries:  Jacqueline Walters; jac-
queline.walters@gmail.com 
Childcare:  Marie Benavides and Katelyn Rose 
 

Contact Us! 

"No one after lighting a lamp covers it with a vessel, or puts it under a bed, but 

puts it on a stand, that those who enter may see the light.”  Luke 8:16 

G 
reetings from the Vestry!  As Grace Church enters 
a new year, we again have much to be grateful for.  
First, we continue to be blessed with 

support for Grace from parishioners giving of 
their time.  In late November, the congrega-
tion elected Paul Alligood, Adam Harrington, 
and Janet Sale to be new members of our ves-
try.  We also are deeply thankful for the ser-
vice of outgoing vestry members Vicki Carl-
son, Stacy Carter, and Russ Davis.   
 In addition, we are concluding another 
successful stewardship campaign.  As of De-
cember 31, Grace’s members and friends had 
offered 96 pledges to support Grace’s opera-
tion and ministries, totaling more than 
$252,000.  This sets yet another record in 
terms of pledging units and total dollars pledged.  We also 
are thankful for another 21 first-time pledgers and increases 
over prior years from more than forty percent of members.  
My sincere thanks to John Graham for his support of our 
campaign, as well as to stewardship co-chair Braden Mur-
phy and committee members Helen Buhr, David Crawford, 
Bill Mako, Jane Mosbacher, Elizabeth Olson, Will Ollison, 
and Janet Sale.  I encourage any of you who have not of-
fered a gift to consider making a generous pledge to Grace, 
whether to simply help us pay out bills, support our minis-
tries, or in humble surrender to God’s love for us.     
 On page 6 is a statistical chart that I recently pre-
pared for the vestry regarding Grace’s pledge campaigns 
over the past five years.  While we’re still expecting addi-

tional pledges for 2009, the following chart should give 
you a decent idea of how the range and allocation of 

pledges from the parish have evolved.    
 From the chart, we can see blessings 
as well as areas of concern.  On the positive 
side, our overall pledge dollars and pledging 
units have increased substantially.  In addi-
tion, we can see an upward trend in our aver-
age pledge as well as increases in virtually 
every category of giver.  On the more trou-
bling side, our median pledge has remained at 
around $1,200 for several years. This demon-
strates that we owe most of the growth in our 
pledge income to increases in small givers 
and large givers, with large givers accounting 
for the lion’s share.  To put it another way, 

our pledge income remains a bit too dependent on a small 
group of parishioners who pledge in large amounts (at or 
above $7,000).  One way to address this issue is to find 
ways to increase our “mid-level” givers; that is, parishion-
ers to pledge in the $1,500 - $7,000 range.  If we can suc-
ceed at this, we will go a long way toward further stabiliz-
ing Grace’s financial future.     
 On February 25, we begin the season of Lent, a 
time when Christians are invited to find some way to share 
Jesus’ 40 days in the wilderness, perhaps by sacrificing a 
favorite food, or engaging in prayer, reading, or other devo-
tion that helps them better understand the challenge we all  
face in surrendering our will to God. Let us find our way 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 6 
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E 
ach December I look forward to January. It’s not that I 
don’t enjoy Christmas; I love holiday cheer and rev-
elry as much as anyone. I just also welcome the still-

ness and calm that come after all the decorations have been 
put away and life returns to a slower pace. December brings 
joy and January brings peace. 
 January also brings 
fresh starts and new begin-
nings with the opportunity to 
map out the year that lies 
ahead. ‘Tis the season of 
newly-purchased calendars 
and organizers, of exercise 
schedules and dieting plans. 
A planner by nature, I’ve al-
ways enjoyed the ritual of 
making new year’s resolu-
tions. Every year as I sit 
down to compose my list of 
all that I wish to accomplish 
in the upcoming twelve 
months, I can’t help but relish 
the feeling that I am starting my life afresh with a renewed 
sense of purpose and motivation. Beginnings are exciting. 
There is so much hope in them, so many possibilities. Nothing 
has yet had the chance to go wrong. 
 But as we all know things do go wrong and events 
take unexpected turns. As the Scottish poet Robert Burns aptly 
put it, “The best laid plans of mice and men often go awry.” 
Accordingly, even 
though I begin each year 
with a neatly numbered 
list of goals for my per-
sonal and professional 
life, by year’s end my 
actual life inevitably 
resembles something 
much more similar to 
one of those web maps 
elementary school stu-
dents learn to draw. I 
never liked making web 
maps as a child because 
they look messy. Web 
maps spread out all over the page, often in lop-sided fashion, 
with only a loose sense of structure and organization. I much 
preferred the tidy orderliness of a Roman-numeraled outline, 
whose form looks kind of like a multi-tiered temple, as op-
posed to a web map which looks more like a multi-headed 
monster. 
 Planning and organizing bring a sense of comfort to 
me because I like to feel that I am in control of my world and 
my destiny. But, planning has also brought feelings of frustra-

tion and disappointment when things haven’t gone the way 
I’ve intended for them to go. I’ve found that it’s not the plan-
ning that usually causes this problem (unless it’s bad planning, 
which is a whole other issue), it’s the expectations that come 
with the planning that get me into trouble. I make schedules 
and arrangements to help shape and manage my life and when 
things don’t go according to plan I often feel annoyed and let 

down. 
 A friend of mine 
once said, “You make plans 
and God laughs.” I don’t 
think she was implying that 
God takes pleasure in merrily 
thwarting my heartfelt desires 
and wishes. Instead, I think 
she meant that there is only so 
much planning we can do and 
that it is best to leave the rest 
up to God. I have often erred 
in being too certain or 
frankly, too stubborn, in try-
ing to ensure that my life un-
folds the way I think it 
should. Many of the best 

things that have happened in my life have been unexpected 
and have come about through fortuitous luck rather than my 
own determined planning. Being too focused on trying to con-
trol my life path has sometimes made it difficult for me to 
recognize such unexpected opportunities when they come 
along. 
 For this reason, I’ve decided to try something differ-

ent this year when it 
comes to making resolu-
tions. I’m not going to 
give up setting goals for 
the year nor am I going 
to drop my daily routine 
of making lists. I’m still 
going to do both of these 
things, but this year once 
I’ve made my plans and 
have written them all out 
I’m going to try to let go 
and allow my life to run 
its course. I’m going to 
try to be comfortable 

with letting my life stray from my organized lists to wander 
more freely all over the page, and perhaps even to drift outside 
the margins at times. I want to find balance between making 
plans for the future and leaving room to be surprised. I want to 
learn to trust that my life is unfolding the way that it should be 
and to accept the limits of my own control. I believe that this, 
in essence, is what spiritual faith is all about and I hope that 
working towards these goals this year will bring me a deeper 
and stronger sense of peace. 

“Planning and organizing 

bring a sense of comfort to me 

because I like to feel that I am 

in control of my world and my 

destiny. But, planning has also 

brought feelings of frustration... 

By Mary Carolyn Voght, Staff Writer 
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COURTESY OF CMAQ.NET 

JUBILEE JOBS 

By Kay Horst               
Jubilee Jobs grew out of a mission effort of the 

Church of the Savior.  The program, which seeks to 

place unemployed residents in meaningful work 

situations, utilizes a three-step program which 

moves participants into long-term, full-time employment.  They 

have been quite successful over their 27 year history, having 

placed over 16,000 participants.  Many of these participants are 

ex-offenders who have been newly released from area jails. 
  The small townhouse which houses the program is lo-
cated in Adams Morgan, just off of Columbia Road.  It is a vi-
brant and hopeful place, with many dedicated volunteers aug-
menting the relatively small staff.  Volunteers serve in a great 
variety of ways: Conducting Workshops - The agency provides 
various workshops to prepare applicants for the workplace, deal-
ing with such topics as interview skills and conflict resolution. 
Checking References - verifying previous employment. Follow-

Up Phone Calls - phoning applicants to see how they are doing, 
as well as phoning employers to ask about the applicants" per-
formance. Developing Resumes with Applicants - working with 
applicants to develop the best possible resume. Mentoring - vol-
unteers meet monthly with applicants. Online Applications - 
helping applicants who may not have the computer skills in-
volved in completing and online application. Donor Mailings - 
helping with preparation of approximately 3000 fund-raising let-
ters on a quarterly basis. VITA Tax Assistance - volunteers pro-
vide help with tax preparation from January through April. 
 Jubilee Jobs receives no government funding.  Half of 
their operating budget comes from individuals, with the other half 
given by churches and foundations.   They have been tremen-
dously successful in carrying out their mission - so much so, that 
they are teaching their 3-step "Move Up" program to other 
groups across the nation.  As Jacqueline Stewart, Associate Di-
rector, states,  "We don't want to grow bigger - we want to grow 
deeper."  It was exciting to visit Jubilee Jobs - the atmosphere of 
hope and promise was almost palpable.   
 I hope many of you will feel called to become involved 
in this exciting project.  Members of a Grace Church "Volunteer 
Team" might help out Jubilee Jobs in a wide variety of ways, but 
we would gather once or twice a year to compare notes, stories 
and insights, supporting and guiding one another in a shared mis-
sion. 

ST.MARY’S COURT  
By Sarah Haft 
St. Mary's Court is a senior residential commu-

nity in Foggy Bottom.  The facility offers afford-

able housing to approximately 150 people over 

the age of 62.  Although it is non-sectarian, the 

home was established 30 years ago by St. 

Mary's Episcopal Church, which is located 

nearby.  It is sponsored by the Episcopal Diocese of Washington, 

but financed by the U. S. Department of Housing and Urban De-

velopment.       
 This home gives seniors of limited income a chance to 

achieve a high quality of independent living that is comfortable, 
social, and safe.  There are some services, such as yoga, exercise 
and tai-chi classes, that are offered to the members of the com-
munity.  They also have occasional excursions to shopping malls, 
museums, or performances at nearby G.W.U.  But, because of the 
limited resources, there are other needs in this population. 
 Margaret Pulley, the director of St. Mary's, has said vol-
unteers are always needed and welcomed to share their skills with 
the residents.  Some of the needed services she suggested 
were:  teaching computer skills (there is a small learning center 
there); instructing people on how to use their cell phone;  helping 
some residents with paper work (24 nationalities are represented 
here!);  assisting a resident in cleaning and straightening their 
room;  setting up a book discussion group that would meet every 
three weeks or so. 
 On February 5, several of we Grace members will be 
presenting an evening of flute, piano, and vocal music and hope-
fully engaging our audience there in a sing-a-long of both old 
favorites and hymns.  Anyone who'd like to come along and join 
in this adventure is very welcome. St. Mary's will also celebrate 
"Older Americans Day" in May of 2009.  We'll keep Grace up-
dated on details of this event, to which community members are 
invited, as they become available. 
 By working with St. Mary's Court, members of Grace 
Church are offered an opportunity to establish a relationship with 
this senior community.  Our congregation can offer its diverse 
talents to help out those who never had the opportunity to learn 
certain skills, or are no longer able to perform certain functions of 
daily life. St. Mary's Court is located on 24th Street and very con-
venient to the Foggy Bottom Metro (about 3 blocks).  Also, there 
is a parking lot beside and behind the building that can accommo-
date several visitors.                    

Ward 5 Workers' Center 
By John Graham 
The Brentwood neighborhood, in northeast DC's Fifth Ward, 

hosts the city's only Home Depot store, which has become a gath-

ering place for day laborers and for the contractors and home-

owners seeking their services.  Local stakeholders have yet to 

agree on a formal set of procedures for contracting with day  

UPDATE CONTINUED ON PAGE 7 
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Music NotesMusic NotesMusic NotesMusic Notes    
From the desk of  
Francine Maté, Organist/Choirmaster 
 

Dear Grace Church Friends, 
I hope you all have had some wonderful and restful times 
during this holiday season.  One of the things I enjoy this 
time of year is watching “old” movies that I have seen over 
and over through the years.  The Sound of Music was on 
television a few nights ago, and I took the opportunity to 
watch this marvelous film once again.  I I had not remembered 
until this viewing that this movie was probably my first 
experience hearing Gregorian Chant.  The beautiful singing of 
the chant brought back memories of how beautiful, although simple, this music can be.  And, 
I am reminded of how important music is in our lives.  Maythis New Year bring joy and music 
to each and every one of you.   
      Soli Deo Gloria!   Francine Francine Francine Francine  

PHOTO BY NANCY SEFERIAN 
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Tuesday, January 27, 7:30 p.m. 
The Lou Natale Project 

Conversation with the artists over light fare, 6:30 p.m. 
 

Sunday, February 15, 5 p.m.  
The Blues Alley Youth Orchestra 

A service of Evening Prayer featuring two sacred Duke Ellington works 
 

Tuesday, February 24, 7:30 p.m.  
Donal Leace’s unique blend of jazz, blues, folk and poetry.  

Conversation with the artist over light fare, 6:30 p.m. 
We’re honored and delighted to co-sponsor Donal’s annual celebration of Black History Month-

with our partners at St. Mary’s (723 23rd St. NW). 

  2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 

Total pledge dollars $154,444  $194,874  $219,497  $243,170  $251,949  

Total pledges 63 80 82 90 96 

Average pledge $2,451  $2,436  $2,677  $2,732  $2,624  

Median pledge $1,200  $1,200  $1,200  $1,200  $1,200  

75% of pledges at/ above $465  $480  $463  $360  $500  

25% of pledges at/ above $3,375  $3,313  $3,375  $3,500  $3,063  

10% of pledges at/ above $7,200  $6,000  $6,950  $7,940  $6,970  

Pledges above $250 54 65 67 67 81 

Pledges above $500 46 59 61 63 73 

Pledges above $1,000 38 49 51 55 56 

Pledges above $3,000 6 7 8 11 10 

Pledges at or above $5000 9 12 17 16 19 

Pledges at or above $7000 7 7 9 11 10 

“From the Vestry” 

CONTINUED FROM 

PAGE 3 

 

down this Lenten path to-
gether, humbled by our inabil-
ity to withstand such a test as 
Jesus did, and marveling at 
God’s eagerness to reach 
across that gap and grant us 
the joy of an Easter morning.   
 
In Christ, 

Scott Murphy,  

Senior Warden 
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laborers at the location.  This has created difficulties for workers, 
employers and the surrounding community. 
 Early in 2007, Ward 5 Councilmember Harry Thomas 
Jr. developed a proposal for a multi-cultural training and employ-
ment center that would increase access to jobs and training for 
both day laborers and the larger Brentwood community.  Repre-
sentatives from the faith and day labor communities, and from 
other local constituencies, have formed the Coalition for a 
Worker Center to work for the implementation of Councilmem-
ber Thomas's proposal.   
 Israel Baptist Church, next to the Home Depot, and its 
community development arm, Israel Manor Inc., under the lead-
ership of Pastor Morris Shearin and Manor Director Carrie 
Thornhill, plan to build and staff a Lifelong Learning Center on 
the Israel campus in the next 18 months.  This Center would meet 
many of the employment and training needs the multicultural 
workers' center hopes to address, and might well present a way to 
move forward with the Councilmember's proposal. 
 Many Grace Church members recently signed a letter to 
Mayor Fenty encouraging his administration to support a Ward 5 
workers' center, in order to protect day laborers, improve the em-
ployment prospects for long-term residents who are unemployed 
or underemployed, and increase the quality of life for all of 
Brentwood.  Also, and just as importantly, the letter notes that 
establishing such a center would demonstrate that African-
Americans, recent Latino immigrants and others can make com-
mon cause in the pursuit of a common interest.  The danger of 
sharp racial division is clear and present in Brentwood, but so is 
the possibility of collaboration. 
 In order to both gauge and gather grass-roots support for 
the Lifelong Learning Center in particular, and a Workers' Center 
in general, the Coalition for a Workers' Center is organizing late-
afternoon door-knocking in Ward 5.  Following a brief training, 
church member and others from around the city go out in pairs to 
present the workers' center proposal and solicit residents' per-
spectives and opinions.  I'm participating in this activity, and wel-
come other Grace members to join me.  Interested participants 
can participate twice monthly, monthly, or a couple of times a 
year, as their schedule permits. It's a great way to get to know 
another part of the District, while working for a cause that bene-
fits us all. 

WASHINGTON               

INTERFAITH NETWORK 
By Kristin Killoran Hasse and Judie Storandt  
Grace Church has been a member of the Washington Interfaith 

Network (WIN) for over a year. WIN is a multi-ethnic, interfaith, 

non-partisan political-advocacy organization consisting of 

(approx. 40) dues-paying member congregations and other enti-

ties working to improve life for all residents in the District of 

Columbia. It is an affiliate of the Industrial Areas Foundation 

(IAF), www.industrialareasfoundation.org. Congregations of all 

faiths and denominations can join. Members must be willing to 

work together across boundaries of faith, race, ethnic origin, and 

political persuasion. 
 WIN’s strength is the ability to rally a lot of people to 
show up for political events (often on short notice) to communi-
cate support for WIN’s housing and agenda and related issues. 
WIN’s agenda is focused on supportive housing for persons who 
are homeless, affordable housing for low-income residents, im-
proved services for youth (e.g., libraries, recreation centers, up-
graded athletic fields, etc.), and job training and creation for DC 
residents. 
 WIN meetings are held in different church buildings 
throughout the city, and participating Grace members have en-
joyed visiting other churches and their neighborhoods. Seeing 
persons of different races, ethnic groups and economic conditions 
come together to work for common goals has inspired us.  The 
highlight of many WIN meetings are reports by people living in 
public housing who report on success in getting the District to 
renovate or replace their buildings, or in acquiring ownership of 
their homes.  
 Goals for 2009—We'd like to see Grace form a group of 
12 – 15 people (“leaders” using WIN terminology) who make a 
commitment to attend 2 WIN events/actions during the year, one 
during the first 6 months, and one during the last 6 months. One 
person attending each event would send Judie & Peter Storandt a 
summary of the event, for them to shape into communications for 
our congregation (e.g., updates shared via the group emails; post-
ings on the church kiosk; announcements in the Sunday bulletins, 
the Grace Newsletter).  Judie has created a new listserv for Grace 
members who can make the commitment to 2 meetings yearly.  
She will filter information from WIN to help listserv participants 
decide which meetings might be the most important ones to at-
tend.         
 Recent WIN meetings and discussions have focused on 
the cuts made by the DC Council to the 2009 District 
budget.  The majority of the cuts directly impact WIN's priorities, 
including housing that had been lined up for named recipients 
being transitioned to permanent housing.  (The recent violence 
against Grace’s homeless friends gives this issue added urgency) 
There was relatively little cutting of other services.  Meeting par-
ticipants have considered the reductions as well as revenue en-
hancements that could be used in lieu of cuts to WIN priority 
programs.  These included increasing parking meter fees and 
taxes on parking lots, as well as removing existing tax abate-

ments for areas such as NOMA and Gallery Place/Chinatown. 

MEMORIAL SERVICE JANUARY 10, 2009, 1pm 
Yoshio Nakada, a well-known and well-loved 
homeless man who worshipped at Grace and 

participated in many of our ministries, was murdered 
on Christmas Eve Day. In the wake of this tragic 

event, we will keep parishioners informed of ways in 
which we can work with city leaders and others to 

protect and house our homeless friends. 

‘TASTE’ CONTRIBUTION TO GMC 
We are pleased to report the Georgetown Ministry 
Center will receive $31,125 from the Taste of 

Georgetown (8% increase)! Thank you volunteers, 
participating restaurants and the Georgetown BID. 
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Happy Birthday! 
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PARTY TIME! 

It’s time to begin planning the Friends of 
Grace Annual Gala! The committee will have 
its first meeting in late January. We particularly 

need help with sponsorship!  
Email Elizabeth Hill at elizhill7@gmail.com to 

make a donation or to get involved. 

MAKE A NEW YEAR’S 

RESOLUTION TO 

REACH OUT!  

See pages 1, 5 & 7 


