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Giving Grace a Lift 

By Paige Hill, newsletter editor 

Grace Episcopal Church’s Annual Gala covers the costs of replacing the 
expensive lift to make the sanctuary once again accessible to all and reaches 
goal! 

 

Grace Episcopal Church has always aimed to open its doors open to all.  With 
the replacement of the sanctuary’s broken lift in September, this goal is once 
again a reality for persons with mobility impairments (or just a lot to schlep, 
including strollers) – thanks to the funds raised by Grace’s members and 
friends through their annual gala which benefits the “Saving Grace” fund. This 
year’s gala, the fiesta-themed Viva La Grace!, brought a record number of 
guests to Grace Church for fellowship on the evening of May 1st. 
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The gala boasted a generous buffet of Mexican fare and traditional music for 
the partygoers, including a Spanish guitarist and a Mariachi band. Guests 
sipped on margaritas, while they bid on auction items and mingled with 
attendees from the 8:30, 10:30 and 5:00 services. In the parish hall, guests 
enjoyed bocce ball, bottle toss and a raucous guacamole cook-off contest.   

 The gala was a success in terms of the fun had by all, but most importantly, in 
reaching its fundraising goal. 

 “Viva La Grace! was truly a party with a purpose,” Elizabeth Hill said. 
“Thanks to the support of the Grace community, we accomplished our goal of 
replacing the sanctuary lift will make services, weddings and community 
events accessible to everyone.” 

 When Rev. John Graham approached the Grace Gala committee, headed up by 
co-chairs Elizabeth Hill and Jane Mosbacher, with the idea to use the 
fundraiser to replace the lift they were quickly on board with the idea. And 
when the committee heard that the lift would cost more than the gala had raised 
in years past, they were undeterred and created a plan of action. With the 
experience of members Helen Buhr, Scott Murphy and Janet Sale combined 
with the eagerness of new committee members Megan Ching, Paige Hill and 
Hillary Liebtag, the group spread out the effort needed to raise the funds.  

 “Working on the gala as a new member was really rewarding because it 
allowed me to get to know other members of the church outside of Sunday’s 
service,” Liebtag said. She served as co-chair on the “Great Escapes Auction” 
gathering vacation homes, services and other items of interest to be auctioned 
off to partygoers. 

 “So many people were so generous with their donations,” Liebtag said. “It was 
great to see what talents and services people have to offer, we have such a 
talented bunch. Scott and Helen were the best mentors on helping keep me 
organized and on-task and all the effort helped make this a very successful 
auction.” 
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The “Great Escapes Auction” included international and national vacation 
homes for retreat, a day of sailing, tickets to the Kennedy Center and Nats 
games, and a wide variety of services from talented Grace members. Another 
added benefit of the gala, was the chance for new members to get involved at 
Grace. 

 “The whole experience definitely helped me feel more a part of the 
community,” said Liebtag, who began attending Grace last summer. 

 “Serving on the Gala committee helped me understand just how much effort is 
put into making it a successful event,” said Ching, who headed up sponsorship 
for the event. “It was wonderful to work with individuals who care so deeply 
about helping Grace fulfill its mission in the community.” 

Rector John Graham summed things up:  “Grace is a multi-generational 
community.  It brings all of us joy to see newer and long-time members work 
together and celebrate together to make sure Grace remains open and 
accessible to everyone who wants to be a part of our community.” 
 
*****  
 

Bach Festival 
By Organist and Choirmaster Dr. Francine Mate 

It gives me great pleasure to write about the 18th Annual Bach Festival at Grace 
Church.  This year Grace Church also celebrates the 30th anniversary of the 
Grace Church A. David Moore organ!  As most of you  know, Grace could not 
have successfully hosted such a festival without our fine instrument. 

 We presented 5 concerts this season.  All concerts featured our organ, and 2 
concerts, July 6 and July 13, both at 7:30 p.m. presented only organ music.  
The July 6 program was performed by German organist, Roland Maria Stangier 
from Essen, Germany.  The July 13 organ recital will be performed by 
Washington, D.C. organist,  Ronald Stolk. 
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My Bach group and I began the series this summer on Saturday, July 2 at 3 
p.m.  We presented 2 of J.S. Bach’s Italian solo cantatas.  One of those cantatas 
tells the story of “Cupid,” – so there were humorous texts in this series!  On 
this same program, cellist Charlie Powers continued his journey with us 
through the Bach solo cello suites by performing the Cello Suite No. 3.  Joe 
Banno of The Washington Post stated the following:  “Cellist Charlie Powers, 
who has done memorably fine work at this festival in the past, finished the first 
half of the program with a beautifully turned performance of the Third Cello 
Suite. Fleet tempos, a fluent technique and a graceful way with phrasing didn’t 
preclude depth or gutsiness when needed — notably in a richly delivered 
Sarabande and a brashly rustic approach to the concluding Gigue…”  (Editor’s 
note:  modesty prevents Francine from including this quote, from the same 
Banno review:  “With a crisply turned swagger to her playing, and starkly 
effective color in her registration, Mate gave the E-minor Prelude and Fugue a 
bold reading (which) contrasted nicely with the more flowing and 
contemplative work she did in the smaller pieces.”) 

On Friday, July 8, at 8:00 p.m., Bach Festival Founder, Lawrence Molinaro, 
performed J. S. Bach’s, Clavier-Übung II.  As always, I am so grateful for 
Larry’s insight 18 years ago in founding the Bach Festival at Grace Church. 

On Saturday, July 9, at 3 p.m. The Williamsburg Bach Ensemble, led by 
organist Thomas M. Marshall, presented a program entitled “Arias and Dances 
of J.S. Bach.”   

On behalf of the Rector and staff of Grace Church, thank you to the whole 
Grace congregation for your support of this wonderful series.  We hope those 
who were able to attend one or more performances enjoyed this summer’s 
Festival. Soli Deo Gloria! 

***** 
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Vacation Bible School 
Adventures in the DMV:  The District, Maryland and Virginia 
 

 
 

 
Auguste White and Catherine Daly at the Islamic Center – Mary Daly too! 

 
By Jacqueline Walters, Children’s Ministries Coordinator 
 
Because of the great success of the 2010 Vacation Bible School, "A Holy 
Pilgrimage through DC”, we took VBS on the road again this past summer. In 
2010 our children visited many of the religious sites throughout the city on a 
pilgrimage to draw them into a closer relationship with God.   
 
This summer we undertook a second great adventure of discovery and 
learning.  At each place we visit, all the students learned, tried, and/or explored 
something new and different.  Some of the sites, such as the National 
Cathedral, were on both year’s itineraries, simply because there is so much 
more to see there – and this year, a “gargoyle tour” made the discovery all the 
more interesting.  We’re grateful we took the tour before the earthquake! 
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We visited several new sites, such as The Islamic Center of Washington.  As 
with the great experience they had at Sixth and I Historic Synagogue in 
2010, the children explored a religion different from their own and sought the 
underlying commonalities that bring us all together.  Whitney Redding 
commented that the trip gave her girls a sense of how complex the world is, 
and where Christians fit in a larger picture; she noted that some 25% of the 
student body at the girls’ school is Muslim, and they now have a better 
understanding of their classmates’ customs.   
 
We also visited the St. Paul’s Rock Creek, the oldest church in DC, and its 
adjoining cemetery.  Jason Riley wrote, “What a wonderful trip that was. The 
church has an amazing history and the churchyard is so full of exciting pieces 
of both history and art, we learned a lot while seeing some beautiful things.”  
Jason also noted that the church is celebrating its 300th anniversary, and 
encouraged us to keep an eye out for upcoming events marking this special 
year. 
 
Our tour of Virginia Theological Seminary was part of an ongoing study of the 
history of Christianity through a number of different activities.  Each 
“pilgrimage” featured an on site activity and a related lesson the following 
Sunday at Grace. 
 
Other events included visits to the Smithsonian American Indian Museum on 
August 6, and to  the colonial-era Pohick Church in Lorton, Virginia on August 
9.  The “DMV Adventure” concluded with a picnic in Rock Creek Park. 
 
Keep your eye peeled for next summer’s VBS! 
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***** 
 
Rector’s Sabbatical 
 
By Rev. John M. Graham 
 
A many of you know, I was away from Grace through September of this year, 
working on a writing project.  The Rector’s Annual Report, posted on the 
website under “News and Events”, provides a description of this project and an 
accounting of my progress towards its completion. 
 
The leader of the CREDO conference I attended May, Rev. Mariann Budde 
(recently consecrated as Bishop of Washington), eloquently reminded attendees 
of the privileges we clergy enjoy, and of the gratitude we owe the church for 
providing them.  Examples include the CREDO conference itself, an entire 
week away from our regular responsibilities, a chance to take stock, evaluate 
priorities, and formulate a plan for professional and personal development.   
The Church Pension fund covers 90% of the cost.  And a six-month sabbatical 
after seven years of service at Grace, provided by the generosity of Grace’s 
people:  a privilege indeed.  I believe my project will help me grow as a priest 
and pastor, but, amazingly, I was free to choose any project I wanted, or no 
project at all (Remembering the Junior Warden’s counsel, quoting Yogi Berra – 
“If you come to a fork in the road, take it” - I considered trying to see a game in 
each of the major league baseball parks, but decided against it). 
 
So I enjoyed, with heartfelt gratitude, the first three months of my sabbatical, 
and hope that whatever I’m able to accomplish will enrich the common life of 
Grace Church.  I thank the Adult Forum group for its willingness use my “work 
in progress” as a discussion guide for our gatherings throughout this program 
year.  
 
We were delighted to welcome Rev. Thelma Smullen, known to and loved by 
many long-time parishioners, as our Priest in Charge during this sabbatical.  
Rev. Martha Wallace filled in while Thelma and her husband take a long-



 9

planned trip to several countries in Africa during August.  Rev. Bill Doggett 
continues as the chief celebrant and preacher at our 5 p.m. service. 
 
Taste of Georgetown 
By Catherine Aselford 
 

 
 
 
Grace Church brought 70 volunteers, including Georgetown University 
students, to the 18th Annual Taste of Georgetown.  It is estimated that over 
10,000 people attended.  Our partners, the Georgetown Business Improvement 
District, are still working on an accounting to determine how much money was 
raised for The Georgetown Ministry Center.  
Restaurants participating in the 2011 TASTE OF GEORGETOWN include: 
1789 
Baked & Wired 
Bangkok Joe's 
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Bodega Spanish Tapas & Lounge 
Cafe Bonaparte 
Chadwicks 
Chipotle 
Clyde's 
Crepe Amour 
Daily Grill  
Dean & DeLuca 
Degrees Bistro at the Ritz-Carlton 
Filomena Ristorante 
Georgetown Catering 
Georgetown Cupcake 
Georgetown Wing Co. 
La Madeleine 
Mie N Yu 
Morton's The Steakhouse 
Muncheez Mania 
Neyla 
Pinkberry  
Ristorante Piccolo 
Rugby Cafe 
Sea Catch Restaurant & Raw Bar 
Sequoia 
Serendipity 3 
Sprinkles Cupcakes 
Thunder Burger 
 
If you are planning a meal in Georgetown please think of these places first and 
be sure to thank them for their support of the Taste of Georgetown. 
Thank you to all the volunteers selling tickets and handing out flyers who 
worked so hard to make the day such a success. 
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***** 
 
Parish Retreat: “Living Your Faith” 
By Daniel Capizzi 

 

 
 
 “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not 
seen” - Hebrews 11:1 
 
On November 4-5, a group of twenty-eight Grace Church parishioners took a 
break from our busy schedules to explore what it means to live one’s faith in 
our daily lives. 
 
As the leaves changed, the season turned, and we got an extra hour of sleep, we 
gathered together at the beautiful Bon Secours Retreat Center in Marriottsville, 
MD, for two days of lively discussion, worship, introspection, and prayer.  
 
Starting with the Greek word for faith, “pistis”, Reverend Thelma Smullen led 
the group in a two-day exploration of the meaning of faith. Participants defined 
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what “living your faith” meant for each of us, explored faith’s role in scripture, 
and discussed how we express our faith as individuals and members of the 
Grace community. Finally, we closed with an exploration how we could “step 
out in our faith” and grow together as believers. 
 
As always at Grace, we shared good food, deep thoughts, and cherished the 
opportunity to grow closer as a community; all who attended received an 
opportunity to explore and grow their faith in a supportive, creative, and 
friendly group of fellow parishioners. 
 
Don’t worry if you missed this year’s retreat-we’ve already booked space at 
Bon Secours again for Friday, November 2 – Saturday, November 3. Mark 
your calendars! 
 
Editor’s Note:  See separately attached PowerPoint summary of the retreat, 
also prepared by Daniel Capizzi. 
 
November and December Calendar  
ADVENT / CHRISTMAS STUDY GROUP 
 -    Theme:  The Revelation to John (Book of Revelation).  We’ll use an 

excellent recent commentary, Craig Koester's Revelation and the End of 
All Things.  The group will meet following the 5 p.m. service on Sundays 
beginning November 27, and run from about 5:45 to about 6:30.  The 
commentary is available at Amazon and on Kindle. 

 
ADVENT JAZZ VESPERS (to be confirmed) 

- Sunday, December 4, at 4 p.m. in the sanctuary, featuring the Blues Alley 
Youth Orchestra 

 
CONGREGATION-BASED SHELTER 

- …at Grace December 4 through December 17 – departing the morning of 
December 18.  Please visit “Congregation-based Shelter” under “Annual 
Events” on the Grace website for general information, and “This Week at 
Grace” under “News and Events” for this year’s calendar of volunteers. 
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SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS, with SUNDAY SCHOOL 
CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 

- Sunday, December 11 during the 10:30 service; pageant rehearsals 
ongoing during Sunday School, 10:30 a.m.  This “user-friendly”, festive 
service affords Grace members an excellent opportunity to invite 
members and friends.   

 
CHRISTMAS SERVICES 

- Christmas Eve:   
Family Service at 6 p.m.; Carol Sing at 10:30; Festive Eucharist, 11 

- Christmas Day:   
Services at 10:30 a.m. and 5 p.m.; note that, though December 25 falls on 
a Sunday, there will be no 8:30 service 

 
***** 
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Parishioner Profile – Paul Alligood 
 
By Barbara de Beaufort, staff writer 
 

 
 
Paul Alligood joined Grace Church 35 years ago. He has seen a lot of changes 
in our Church in Georgetown, and still feels blessed to have discovered it in 
1976. 
 
Growing up in North Carolina, Paul was part of a strong Episcopal family. His 
grandfather was an Episcopal priest. On Sundays he would spend the day at 
church—at the service, at Sunday school, and in the evening at the Young 
People’s Service League.  
 
But like many young people, he stopped going to church during college. Then, 
after returning from the war in Vietnam, he realized he wanted to come back. 
 
Paul read an article in the Style section of the Washington Post that listed 
Grace Church as a church with a focus on young people. He dressed in the “old 
fogey” way he would have in his North Carolina church, in a coat and tie. 
When he arrived at Grace and looked around, he saw that no one was wearing a 
coat and tie. He was amazed and relieved. He met the rector, Joe Tartt, a 



 15

southerner from Alabama. He met the people in the parish. He felt at home then 
and has been here ever since. 
 
Paul has seen a succession of rectors. He noticed that as rectors came and went, 
some people came and went, too. People often identified with a rector’s style 
and not everyone meshed with the new rector. Paul’s perspective was that all of 
them were “good rectors.” He liked all of them. Each had his own strength and 
approach. He believes that this church has been blessed. He remembered how 
Joe Tartt attracted young professionals in the late 70’s and that Steve 
Klinglehoffer, who was here in the 80’s, started out as a lawyer and then 
decided to go to seminary. Grace was his first parish. David Bird was rector for 
13 years starting in 1989. Paul mentioned that Grace has had several interim 
rectors, staying for one or two years. 
 
What Paul really likes about Grace Church, besides the worship, is the 
community. It is a cross section of all kinds of people: people from the city, the 
suburbs, the inner city. We aren’t all cast in the same mold. There are 
progressives, conservatives, liberals, yet everyone gets along. He finds this 
refreshing. 
 

Paul is currently the Junior Warden on the Vestry. He thinks it is a good vestry. 
It is collegial; the members work well together. He likes that we have a 
timekeeper who “keeps us on the schedule and we end on time!” 
 

As a junior warden, Paul has coordinated many projects to keep our building 
and grounds functional and beautiful. For instance, he oversaw the purchase 
and installation of our new heating and air conditioning system, and the repairs 
of gutters and broken doors. He help to schedule garden maintenance and 
participates in garden workdays.  He has done a lot of research on the various 
options for our lift, and worked with the Rector to select the winning proposal. 
 
Paul Alligood may be blessed, but Grace Church is more than blessed to have 
such an active, committed, open, and friendly member: a representative of our 
past, who is just as invested in our present and future!  
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***** 
 
Former Grace parishioner returns, and brings her business with her 
By John Graham, with extensive assistance from an anonymous ghostwriter �  

 

 
 
In the fall of 2010, Diana Dick returned to Washington after18 years in Boston.  
She also happily returned to Grace Church where she and her son Sam had 
been parishioners from 1984 to 1992.  The years since 1992 were spent in 
Boston where Sam attended school and college, and Diana worked for several 
universities and non-profits.  In the end, the weather led her back south. 
 
Diana has told me that what she values most about Grace is its lack of any 
“pretense.”  If a Eucharistic Minister or Reader does not show up for a service, 
some adult or child from the congregation pitches in. She enjoys that the 
sharing of the Peace seems to include everyone in the church, and that the 
Prayers of the People include not only parishioners, family and friends, but the 
homeless, jazz musicians, diplomats and dignitaries, with the weather added in 
for good measure.  In Diana’s words, “While Grace offers more wide-ranging 
prayers for countries and dignitaries, one knows that its offerings are spent 
directly on funding Grace’s Table and other grass roots needs within the 
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community.”  As a life long Episcopalian and former clergy wife, Diana knows 
her big city and community churches well and sincerely values what Grace 
offers us. 
 
While still in Boston, Diana knew that she wanted to found her own small 
business, and had an experience with a close friend that influenced her 
direction.  Diana’s friend, Katherine, is a senior health care attorney in New 
Jersey who advises health care systems and sits on arbitration boards.  Two 
years ago, Katherine’s mother, who lives in Baltimore, needed to move to a 
senior residence as soon as possible.  Katherine by necessity had to put her 
professional work on hold and go to Baltimore to manage this full time task.  
The moving, selecting and dispensing of household belongings, selling the 
house and so forth were all on her shoulders.  Not much later, Katherine’s 
mother was hospitalized and needed to move to an assisted living facility.  
Repeatedly Katherine had to drop whatever she was doing to travel to 
Baltimore, hire a local estate attorney and financial adviser and visit with her 
mother.  Then, long distance, she discovered that her mother was not being 
given her proper medications and was left alone to sit in her room for long 
periods of time.  All of this caused Diana to wonder if her friend’s life could 
have been made much easier by having an all-purpose helper, “another 
Katherine.”   To wit, My Concierge was born.  
 
Diana would like to offer her professional help as a service to the Grace Church 
community.  Her company, My Concierge, has moved from Boston to 
Cleveland Park, and provides individuals, families and seniors with such 
services as redesigning home offices, paper and document organization, 
running errands and party preparation.  For seniors this can mean meeting their 
relatives at the airport, supplying a take-out dinner and delivering everything 
and everyone smoothly to their destination.  Prices are negotiable depending 
upon the project and services are usually available within the same week.  My 
Concierge can be found in more detail at www.myconciergeplace.com and at; 
202-885-9228.   
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In addition, Diana works on a larger scale for Beyond The Box Relocation and 
Design, DC’s premier senior move management firm located not far from us in 
Georgetown.   
 
The company’s mission is to reduce the stress of downsizing or moving, for all 
ages and most especially, seniors.  Beyond The Box can help decide which 
possessions will “transition” with their owner, create furniture and floor plans, 
and provide resources and assistance with auction houses, consignment and 
charitable donations.  Also, Beyond The Box can handle home staging and 
referrals to knowledgeable real estate agents.  Their web site is 
www.BeyondRelocation.com or call 202-625-0268.  
 
So life after children can be productive and useful to others as well as oneself.  
Diana has felt very welcomed back to the Grace community and in return, 
wants to offer her services to anyone in the congregation or beyond who needs 
them. 
 
***** 
 
From Rev. Dr. Nancy C. James 
Dear Grace Community, 
 
About ten years ago on a beautiful spring day, I stood on the Grace lawn 
talking to David Bird about this parish. I heard about Grace’s social justice and 
its powerful outreach to the homeless. We spoke gently about pastoral needs 
and the work of helping all lives thrive. Indeed, David and I celebrated this 
welcoming community. After this conversation, I met our delightful Helen 
Buhr and felt drawn into this place with its sense of compassion and wonder. 
Later I began to do many of the Saturday evening services with their unusual 
mix of Georgetown visitors and vestry members, their outreach to everyone, 
and their prayerful strengthening of the inner spirit. After David’s departure, I 
worked with Elton Smith as he welcomed my leadership more and more in the 
Saturday services. Later I rejoiced when John and Sakena came to Grace and 
thought our gain was Chicago’s loss. 
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As Ecciesiastes 3 says, “To everything there is a season, and a time for every 
purpose under heaven.” During this past decade with its many transitions of 
leadership, Grace has continued its outreach and ministry. It is now time for me 
to leave Grace and I do so  looking back at these rewarding years with 
thankfulness. During my time at Grace I have grown to know and to love you. I 
have enjoyed the stimulating Sunday mornings and the quiet, reflective 
Wednesday noon services. I have benefitted from deep conversations with you. 
I appreciated your support as John and I took on the unusual work of 
challenging the horrific conditions at the DC Jail. 
 
During this time I have seen many of you marry and create families, and I have 
cried with you about our losses and deaths. We have listened together for the 
Word of God spoken within our souls. In my family’s personal life, I have 
known your ministry. In my sorrow after the death of my dogs, John wrote a 
beautiful pet liturgy that allowed me the strength to say goodbye to my animal 
friends. During these years Roger and I welcomed Melora within our lives and 
you rejoiced with us for our blessing. You have helped Hannah grow into 
adolescence and encouraged me with ideas for her education. Indeed, your love 
towards us is written within our hearts and will remain there forever. 
 
I now plan to spend more time publishing. My book The Developing Schism 
within the Episcopal Church: 1960-2010, to which John wrote the preface, has 
just been released and I will be speaking about this book in many places. I have 
another book, The Complete Madame Guyon, coming out in December. I do 
hope you will occasionally invite me back to this parish that has been such an 
important part of our lives. 
 
I wish you blessing and pray for your continued ministry. May the Lord bless 
us and keep us all, wherever life takes us. 
 
Nancy 
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May the Star of Bethlehem 
shine in our hearts 

throughout the seasons of 
Advent and Christmas,  

guiding us into the presence 
of the Holy Child. 

 


